. It remained largely out of the public con- November 1991 changed that lack of awareness, when Kamal Bamadhaj, a 20-year-old New Zealander of Malaysian ethnicity, was killed along with at least 270 other people during a peaceful rally in a cemetery. But not immediately (Leadbeater, . This author had his only personal experience of a 'kill fee' in his four-decade journalism career for the suppression of an op-ed page article about this massacre in a leading New Zealand daily newspaper.
The full-page broadsheet article had already been set up in type and laid out when it was 'pulled' from the paper. A New Zealander was among those who were brutally murdered by Indonesian troops that tragic day. Yet the New Zealand media were reluctant to publish the truth .
The four-page article, 'Terror in Timor' , was subsequently published in a small circulation national magazine, NZ Monthly Review (Robie, 1992 and the tense and fearful atmosphere, " she wrote (Leadbeater, 2006, p. 219) .
Both Timor-Leste and West Papua are on the fringe of the South Pacific geopolitical region where conflicts have also been prevalent in the past two decades. Peace journalism or 'conflictsensitive journalism' , as it is sometimes referred to in the Philippines, has emerged belatedly in the context of critical studies in Oceania, notably at the University of the South Pacific in Fiji, where seminars over the past two years have addressed conflict reporting and the notion of peace journalism (Robie, 2011; Singh, 2011) . This academic field Shaw at al., 2011) are increasingly turning to peace journalism as a subject for inquiry, though it is still in its infancy as a discipline for study in the Pacific. The discipline is sometimes seen as an approach in an academic and practical context that can arguably make sense of a region that has become increasingly complex, politically strained and violent (Robie, 2011; Singh, 2011 ). Yet peace journalism is generally eschewed by mainstream corporate media as a threat to the core values of 'traditional journalism' itself.
A critique of the corporate media view of the 'objectivity regime' , said Robert Hackett (2011, p. 40) , is that far from being detached and balanced, it contributes to the "production of systematically one-sided or ideological news accounts, and legitimises media practices that undermine democratic public life, such as a stance of cynical negativism".
He adds that it also frames politics as a "game of insiders motivated only by electoral success". While Hackett acknowledges that such an interpretation is contested, he said there is widespread global agreement that traditional Western notions of media objectivity are 'in crisis':
Anglo-American journalism is increasingly dissolving within profit-driven conglomerates, its economic basis threatened by audience fragmentation, and its occupational ethos shifting from public service (however conservatively defined) to consumerism and commercialism. (Hackett, 2011, p. 40) On the other hand, 'war journalism' often focuses on violence as its own cause and is less open to examining the deep structural origins of the conflict (Galtung & Vincent, 1992) . Heavy reli- War journalism also dehumanises the 'enemy' and is "propaganda-oriented, elite-focused and victoryoriented, and tend[s] to concentrate on institutions (the 'controlled society')", as Keeble, Tulloch and Zollmann (2010, p. 2) notes in a book advancing the theoretical framework for journalism and conflict resolution.
In contrast, the notion of peace journalism offers a "voice to all parties", focused on the invisible effects of violence (trauma and glory, damage to the social structures), aimed to expose "untruths on all sides", is "people-oriented", gives "a voice to the voiceless" and is solution-oriented (ibid., p. 2) According to Romano (2010) , drawing on Lynch and McGoldrick (2005) , peace journalism at the simplest level "relies on traditions of fact- (Romano, 2010, p. 27 ).
In another definition, Shinar offered this antidote to 'event driven' war journalism dominated by official sources:
1. Exploring backgrounds and contexts of conflict formation, and presenting causes and options on every side so as to portray conflict in realistic terms, transparent to the audience. In essence, much of this is good practice in traditional journalism but in times of conflict, journalists "do not always scrupulously" follow such ideals (Romano, 2010) and there have been frequent examples of this in the South Pacific (e.g. [That] coup polarised the races in Fiji, or so it seemed. And in seeming to do so, it created a situation in which many reporters found it difficult to focus on the issues Table 1 Pacific region media freedom matrix, July 2011
Source: Perrottet and Robie (2011) . Pacific Journalism Review, 17(2), p. 154-155. Key: √ = Yes; X = No, otherwise a number indicates the value. P = Press, TV = Television, R = Radio, O = Online, P = Public, C = Commercial from a totally impartial point of view as they were swept away by the euphoria of the moment and the tension and the emotion that charged the event. This was true of both indigenous Fijian and IndoFijian reporters alike.
Fear may have also played a role. As a result, the perpetrators of the terrorist action, led by George Speight, received publicity that at the time seemed to legitimise their actions and their existence (Moala 2001, p. 125 ).
According to Canadian journalist and media- Table 1 ).
Peace journalism amid Western Pacific conflict
Reporting of both East Timor and West Papua over several decades has been, and still is, a "highly risky business" (Chesterfield, 2011, p. 30; Perrottet and Robie, 2011) , as evinced by the killing of six Aus- There is an academic awareness that Indonesian security forces will kill journalists and anyone speaking to journalists, and that's always been the way. With Balibo, the film, it's certainly come back into people's consciousness, and that's fantastic. But we've got a long way to go with mainstream Australian media, if they want to cover it at all, and quite often the conditions of safety are an excuse for many mainstream Australian media people to refuse to cover it … (pp.
76-77)
New Zealand has parallels with the Australian experience. Maire Leadbeater argued that solidarity activists have struggled to make the issue better known outside the human rights community. "As a New Zealand activist, " she observed, "I have found that when we host a West Papuan human rights leader, it is hard to persuade local journalists (or perhaps their editors) that they should make time to interview our guest" (Leadbeater, 2008, p. 169 In a content-analysis research conducted by Papoutsaki and Matbob (2006) [R]eporting conflict, such as in the case of West Papua, should be seen as an ethical necessity. Journalists and editors shape the world the media represents, even if now social media opens the way for other actors to participate more fully. Visibility-whether in the traditional or social media-is the very basis on which entry into the media public sphere is made. (Josephi & Robie, 2012) Case study 1: Timor-Leste, a state in transition The army cannot be underestimated.
Finally we had to shoot them. Delinquents like these agitators must be shot, and they will be … (Carey, 1995, p. 50 Timor-Leste, which includes greater media penetration as a critical component". This meant that the nation would risk "being information poor" for years to come. The mission was also critical of a lack of a "whole-hearted commitment" by leading politicians for a free and independent media. Recommendations included the following:
• Further training and development in holding political and public figures to account by following up on statements, political promises, and political and government policies will strengthen journalism and public discussion in Timor-Leste.
• The mission believes that a specific media accountability mechanism to address complaints about and from the media with respect to both political and election processes and other issues would strengthen the reporting of future elections and the new government.
• The mission believes that the development of media law frameworks should be ena- could deal with any country regardless of whether it was an independent state or self-governing territory (Yamo, 2011) . But while the news item on Pacific Scoop caused international ripples, the significance was lost on most local journalists.
Ban Ki-moon: And when [the issue] comes again, whether you are an independent state or a non-self-governing territory or whatever, the human rights is inalienable and a fundamental principle of the United Nations. We will do all to ensure that people in West Papua, their human rights will be respected.
Reporter: Will a human-rights fact-finding mission be dispatched to West Papua at some time?
Ban Ki-moon: That is the same answer [to a previous question on Fiji] that should be discussed at the Human Rights Council among the member states. Normally the Secretary General acts on the basis of a mandate given by inter-governmental bodies. (Yamo, 2011) Tension by critics as an "act of no choice". On 10 October 2011, security forces opened fire on striking miners as they tried to gain access to company premises.
One man, Petrus Ayamseba, was killed in the incident. Several others were rounded [up] , and one these, Leo Wandagau, died of his injuries five days later. There have also been three incidences of shooting along the road that leads to the Freeport mine. Three contract workers were killed in an ambush on 14 October 2011, and then another three men were killed a week later (West Papua at boiling point, 31 October 2011).
According to West Papua Project analyst Jim
Elmslie, the strike has "irrevocably transformed"
the status quo at the mine, "once the epitome of aggressive American capitalism" (Elmslie, 2011) . Jakarta still upholds its prohibition on all foreign journalists and media workers from entering either province in West Papua, unless pre-approved under a slow and bureaucratic process from the Ministry of Information. Even after approval, journalists are always accompanied by a minder from the Badan Intelijen Nasional (National Intelligence Body). Only three foreign journalists have been allowed access to West Papua in 2011. Unsurprisingly, few journalists choose this official route, with many opting to travel into West Papua via unofficial means, a process unavailable to Jakarta-based correspondents under threat of immediate expulsion. Human rights workers regularly report that security forces harass and intimidate those seen talking to foreign journalists, though many still take the risk when a foreign journalist is present. (Chesterfield, 2011b, p. 178) The The Free Papua Movement, or OPM, has been involved in an unsuccessful military struggle whose end is not in sight.
The conflict has led to prolonged misery and abuse that has cost the lives of tens of thousands of people. Today, raising the separatist Morning Star flag can result in a longer prison sentence than a conviction for manslaughter in New Zealand. (Zweifel, 2010, p. 69) In Table 2 On October 10 this year, Indonesian police assigned to protect the world's largest gold and copper mine opened fire on striking miners, killing two. The miners were unarmed and their strike was legal. Since this incident, five more miners have been killed in suspicious circumstances. It was the latest incident in a long line of human rights abuses, not to mention ongoing environmental devastation, associated with the mine. The New Zealand Superannuation Fund, which is a signatory to the United Nations Principles for Responsible Investing (UNPRI) charter, has shares in the enterprise. Why? (Abplanalp, 2011, p. 38) The mine is the largest taxpayer in Indonesia with an annual tax bill of US$1.4 billion and Abplanalp reported that human-rights abuses as well as environmental impacts were well-documented long before NZSF invested in it. She noted that in 2006 the US embassy in Wellington described 
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Source: Robie, D. (2011) . Compiled from two Knowledge Basket databases, Newtext (NZ media) and Niustext (Pacific media), and the Pacific Scoop internal search engine were used to compile the statistics.
West Papua in a cable as a "war zone in many places" and "it has all the makings of the next East Timor, except that this time, Jakarta will not let go" (Perrottet, 2011) . She added that NZSF chief executive Adrian Orr was "immensely proud" of the investment in spite of fund's self-imposed standards, which included "no complicity in abuses".
Abplanalp also revealed in a Pacific Media Watch news item that she had became interested in the issue from attending a public talk by Indonesia
Human Rights Committee spokesperson Maire
Leadbeater (Perrottet, 2011) . She later expounded on her research methodology in a paper published in Pacific Journalism Review (Abplanalp, 2012) . 
